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The Impact of Definition on the Direction of Meaning in the
Noble Prophetic Hadith
A Study of the Book: Mirqat al-Mafatih by Mulla Ali al-Qari

ABSTRACT

Rhetoricians did not limit themselves to studying the form of definiteness
merely in terms of its categories; rather, they employed both form and word
position within the sentence to elucidate the semantic function of
definiteness. They delved deeply into this aspect and pursued multiple
approaches in order to achieve their objective.

Accordingly, the research plan includes an introduction highlighting the
impact of definiteness in clarifying the intended meaning of discourse as
understood by grammarians and rhetoricians, as well as the scholarly
stature of Mulla “Alf al-Qart (d. 1014 AH) in his era, and the significance
of his work Mirgat al-Mafatih, particularly its inclusion of unique syntactic
phenomena. This is followed by an analysis of the types of definiteness
found in Mirgat al-Mafatih, namely: the semantic implications of
definiteness through relative nouns, the definite article “al-,” and
demonstrative pronouns. The study concludes with a summary and
findings, among which is the role of definiteness in achieving meaning in

the most precise and eloquent manner.
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