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ABSTRACT

The family is one of the most
important social institutions, as it
is the link between individuals
and society in general. The most
important qualities that must be
met in the family are cohesion
and solidarity. Each one of them
is committed to their rights and
duties, but the problem begins

when there is an imbalance in

the family system when some
members overstep each other.
This is what is called "family
disintegration".

Because the gods in ancient
Mesopotamia had similar
characteristics to humans, they
have the family relations among
themselves, and many of them
have families composed of wife,

children and grandchildren. So, it
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is important to study some cases
of gods' family disintegration on
the social level in ancient Iraq
because it was believed that the
state in the land is the shadow of
the state of the gods in heaven.
Besides, what is happening to
the gods applies to humans; so
when we study the phenomenon
of family disintegration in the
gods, will shed light on the
phenomenon of family
disintegration of Iraq's old
population.

The research problem comes in
response to a number of
questions:

1. Was there a family
disintegration in the divine
families?

2. If this disintegration is proven,
who is the reason for it on the
part of parents, husbands, sons
and brothers?

3. Classification of cases of

disintegration by their causes.

As for the hypothesis of the
research, it is assumed that there
were cases of family
disintegration in the gods and
that they were discussed in terms
of cause, manner and levels.

With regard to the limits of the
study of time and space, it has
been extended over the history of
Mesopotamia old history, which
we have received certain
information about — between
2800 BC and until the end of the
independent rule of Iraq, about
539 BC -

Regarding the research
methodology, it is descriptive as
well as analytical method. Many
sources, especially those dealing
with the religious aspect of the
civilization of ancient Iraq, have
been used including the book of
Professor René Labat titled:
Religious Beliefs in Mesopotamia,
the book of Professor Alexander
Haidel: Babylonian Creation, Dr
Fadhil Abdul Wahid's Sumer: the
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Legend and Epic, as well as a

wide range of Arabic and foreign
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sources with close relationship to

the subject.
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