Original article

ISSN: 1812-0512 (Print) 2790-346X (online)

Wasit Journal for Human Sciences , {/‘W ok
29\ &
Available online at: https://wjfh.uowasit.edu.iq \ y &/

The Social Imaginary of Youth Toward Freedom and Democracy: A
Field Study in the City of Baghdad

Noor Khalid Ali

Department of Sociology, Al-Nahrain University

*Correspondence author:

noor.kh.a@nahrainuniv.edu.iq

Received: 15 January 2026
Accepted: 08 February 2026
Published: 01 February 2026

DOI:
https://doi.org/10.31185 /wijfh.Vol22.1ss2.1571

O

1812-0512 /© 2026 The Author(s). Published
by Wasit Journal for Humanities Sciences« Wasit
University. This is an open access article under
the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-

nd/4.0/).

Cite:

Ali, N. K. (2026.). The Social Imaginary of Youth

Toward Freedom and Democracy: A Field Study in

the City of Baghdad. Wasit Journal for Human

Sciences, 22(2).
https://doi.org/10.31185/wjfh.Vol22.1ss2.1571

ABSTRACT

This study explores the social imaginary of university youth and their
perceptions of freedom and democracy through the lens of Cornelius
Castoriadis’s. theory. It views these concepts as imaginary
significations shaped by the collective imaginary. However, everyday
social reality reveals gaps in understanding and internalizing these
ideas, leading to distorted practices and a disconnect from the
institutional frameworks that give them meaning and legitimacy. The
study argues that the absence or distortion of these shared meanings
in collective consciousness contributes to weakened democratic
practices and a diminished sense of citizenship. Therefore,
reconfiguring the social imaginary is essential to restore balance
between institutional structures and daily practices. Using a social
survey methodology, the study relies on a scale-based questionnaire
to examine how university youth perceive freedom and democracy in
practice, and to assess the clarity and stability of these concepts within

their consciousness.
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