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ABSTRACT

This study explores the impact of the Place Mat Strategy on science
achievement and creative thinking among fifth-grade pupils. A quasi-
experimental design was adopted, involving two groups: an
experimental group taught using the Place Mat Strategy and a control
group taught with traditional methods. Each group included 30 pupils,
making a total sample of 60. Both groups were equivalent in age,
intelligence, prior achievement, and creative thinking skills. To measure
outcomes, the researcher developed a 40-item multiple-choice science
achievement test and used Torrance’s Figural Creative Thinking Test
(Form B) for assessing creativity. Validity and reliability of both
instruments were verified. Data were analyzed using an independent
samples t-test. Findings revealed statistically significant differences
favoring the experimental group in both science achievement and
creative thinking. The results suggest that the Place Mat Strategy is more
effective than traditional methods in enhancing both academic

performance and creative thinking among primary school students.
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