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The Role of Social Media in Limiting the Spread of Intellectual
Extremism Among University Students

ABSTRACT

Intellectual extremism represents one of the most pressing challenges confronting
modern societies, as it contributes to the spread of radical ideologies that threaten peaceful
coexistence and societal stability. With the growing reliance of young people on social media,
these platforms have come to play a dual role. On one hand, they are sometimes exploited to
recruit youth and expose them to extremist narratives through inciting content or distorted
facts. On the other hand, social media can be a powerful tool for spreading awareness,
promoting critical thinking, and reinforcing a culture of dialogue to counter such ideologies.

This study aims to examine the role of social media in reducing the spread of
intellectual extremism among university students. It specifically investigates the most
frequently used platforms and how: students engage with them in confronting extremist
content. The research relied on a descriptive survey method and used a questionnaire
distributed to a random sample of 100 students (from both morning and evening classes) in
the College of Arts at the University of Wasit, out of a total population of 800 students.

Findings revealed a clear relationship between the use of social media and its role in
limiting the spread of intellectual extremism among students. Facebook emerged as the most
widely used platform, and many students reported engaging with content that promotes
awareness and tolerance. Additionally, the study highlighted that unemployment and lack of
job opportunities were perceived as major drivers of extremism, with 79% of respondents
citing these as contributing factors. Based on these results, the study recommends increasing
monitoring efforts by official institutions—particularly security ministries and the Ministry
of Communications—to prevent extremist groups from using social media to target and
recruit youth. This includes intensifying awareness campaigns and fostering responsible

digital engagement among students
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