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The basic pillars of governance
in the Saudi Arabian Legal System
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Abstract
This research examines the most important foundational and administrative
institutions in the Saudi Arabian legal system. As well as the system's
evolution and the approach followed by the state's founder, King
Abdulaziz, during the phase of constructing political and administrative
institutions in accordance with the basic system of government. In addition,
the study examines how the three branches of government - judicial,
executive, regulatory and the independent state agencies and institutions
assume power and authority. Notably, the Saudi Arabian government does
not adhere to the principle of the separation of powers. The regulatory
authority is instead a combination of the executive authority and the Shura
Council. Similarly, the limits of the authority of the judiciary do not extend
to all aspects of the judiciary, such as administrative justice, which is
conveyed by the "Diwan Al-Mazalim" and whose reference is the King,
whereas the Supreme Judicial Council's reference is the Council's
Presidency. This represents a disintegration of the same judicial authority
and a lack of cohesion within the concerned entity. Therefore, the executive
authority is the broadest authority in the Saudi Arabian system, and its chief
is the King.
Keywords: Basic institutions, Diwan Al-Mazalim, Saudi Arabian system,
State Shura Council, Independent agencies, Principle of legitimacy.
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