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ABSTRACT

Safi al-Din al-Hilli is regarded as one of the most prominent poets of the Mamluk era,
distinguished by the remarkable linguistic and literary richness of his works. One of the defining
features of his poetry is his profound and extensive incorporation of Quranic references, which
he achieves through direct citation of Quranic verses, the utilization of Quranic imagery, and
the inspiration drawn from religious values and concepts. Al-Hilli employed Quranic verses
explicitly within his poetry to reinforce meanings and convey profound connotations, a practice
that stemmed from his deep familiarity with the Quran and his ability to integrate religious texts
into an eloquent poetic framework. His use of Quranic references was not merely a means of
affirming meanings but also served to imbue his poetic texts with an aura of sanctity and spiritual
depth.

Notably, al-Hilli prominently employed imagery and metaphors derived from the Quran,
particularly those related to natural beauty, paradise, and hell—motifs frequently repeated in the
Quran and vividly reflected in his poetry. These images significantly contributed to the
emotional and psychological impact of his verses. Moreover, he drew inspiration from Quranic
values and concepts, such as justice, piety, patience, and repentance, to shape his poetic
messages, demonstrating his deep engagement with Quranic teachings.

Al-Hilli’s use of Quranic references in his poetry also reflects the cultural and religious milieu
of the Mamluk era, in which an emphasis on religious texts and Quranic interpretations was an
integral aspect of intellectual and cultural life. Thus, Quranic referencing in his poetry did not
serve merely as an ornamental or linguistic device but constituted a fundamental element of the
poetic structure and meaning. Through his creative use of Quranic verses and imagery and his
engagement with religious values, he succeeded in crafting poetic texts that harmonized literary
beauty with spiritual depth, establishing him as one of the leading figures of Islamic Arabic

poetry in his time.
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