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ABSTRACT

The water issue between Iraq and Turkey represents a major
strategic challenge due to Iraq’s dependence on the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, whose main sources originate in Turkey. This study
analyzes Turkish water policy and its geopolitical dimensions and
examines its impact on Iraq’s water security. It also discusses the
geographical and legal foundations of Turkey’s management of
shared water resources. The research highlights the effects of the
Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP), particularly the Ataturk and
Ilisu dams, on reducing Iraq’s water share and intensifying drought,
desertification, and agricultural decline. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine Turkey’s water behavior
and its regional implications, while also addressing Iraq’s responses
and future options to strengthen water security through water

diplomacy and sustainable resource management.
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