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ABSTRACT

This study examines “silence” as a pragmatic and aesthetic
structure in Abbasid prose, focusing on epistolary writing and
magamat as genres that consciously employ the unsaid. It adopts a
pragmatic analytical framework based on Speech Act Theory (Austin,
Searle), Grice’s Implicature, and Iser’s gaps theory, alongside
classical Arabic rhetoric such as omission and brevity. The findings
show that silence in Al-Jahiz’s letters functions as a tool for political
and social concealment, while Al-Hamadhani’s and Al-Hariri’s
magqamat employ strategies such as temporary silence, topic shifting,
and hesitation to ensure narrative survival and deception. Statistical
results indicate a moderate correlation between temporary silence
and hesitation (r = 0.45), with political silence (35%) being the most
dominant type, followed by aesthetic silence (28%). The study
concludes that Abbasid prose anticipates modern pragmatic theories
by constructing a rhetoric of the unsaid, calling for a contemporary

linguistic re-reading of Arabic heritage.
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