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ABSTRACT

This study examines the dynamics of power between the caliphal center
and the provinces, focusing on the dialectical relationship between
administrative regions’
autonomy. It analyzes the mechanisms of central control—such as the
postal system, the military, and the kharaj (land tax)—and traces structural
transformations from strict centralization during the Umayyad and early

centralization and the inclination toward

Abbasid periods to a more confederal form of decentralization. The study
employs a historical-institutional analytical framework alongside content
analysis, with a critical evaluation of primary sources.
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