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ABSTRACT

This study offers a conceptual approach to addressing the problem of
distinguishing between Classical Arabic and Modern Arabic, moving
beyond the rigid binary perspective that presupposes a rupture
between two separate stages. It proceeds from the premise that Arabic
constitutes a dynamic, multi-layered system in which linguistic
elements from different historical periods coexist within an
accumulated and organically continuous structure that adapts to
change. The study seeks to deconstruct the ideological connotations
attached to the terms Classical and Modern, examining how the former
has been elevated to an ideal normative model, while the latter has
acquired contradictory associations ranging from perceived weakness
to renewal. It also critically analyzes the adequacy of various criteria
used to delineate boundaries between the two stages. Furthermore,
the study proposes a reconceptualization of the relationship as a
dynamic continuum in the form of “linguistic spectrum” or

“continuous” the most appropriate choice for each context.
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