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ABSTRACT

This research examines the mythological dimension in the portrayal
of caliphs during the early Abbasid period as reflected in a range of
historical and literary sources. It demonstrates how historical reality
became intertwined with mythological and symbolic elements in
constructing the image of the caliph. This interweaving contributed
to attributing a sacred and exceptional character to the caliph,
thereby reinforcing his status and authority within the collective
consciousness of Abbasid society.

The study reveals that some historians and transmitters resorted to
narratives infused with marvelous and extraordinary elements—
such as associating caliphs with divine selection or noble lineage—in
order to consolidate the legitimacy of Abbasid rule and affirm its
rightful claim to the caliphate. This image was also shaped by the
diverse cultural heritages prevalent in the early Abbasid era,
particularly Persian and religious traditions, which further deepened
the mythological dimension of historical discourse.
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